
Systems  offered to review a no-cost GIS related product at our May 1st meeting to fulfill one of his P.E. requirements, we were more than 
happy to accommodate him. The product is GPS Utility ; a shareware product which is very handy in translating points between ArcView 
(SHP), Google Earth (KML), and Streets & Trips (EST). Hopefully, “Short Takes” will become a regular segment at our meetings to keep us 
informed on these types of products. And if you should have a requirement to fulfill like Bill, feel free to do what he did and send me an 
email. 
 

NNNassau County government has been very busy with GIS. Joe Jones, Nassau GIS Coordinator and LIGIS Steering Committee member will 
be on hand to give us a good look at their revised 2006 GIS Architecture and how it takes advantage of the latest IT technologies and 
concepts. He will also cover the integration of over 130 feature data sets including orthophotography and Pictometry into the Nassau 
County Enterprise GIS and Data Sharing through Multi-Participant License agreements. 
 

SSSpeaking of Nassau County, Richard Annitto from Bowne Management Systems will show us how they integrated Pictometry imagery into 
Nassau County’s GIS. For those of us in Suffolk County who will be receiving Suffolk Pictometry imagery, this is a “must-see” presentation. 
 

MMMoving to the State level, Cheryl Benjamin from New York State Office of Cyber Security and Critical Infrastructure Coordination will pro-
vide updates on several ongoing CSCIC projects and activities. Of particular interest for many of us is the 2007 Digital Orthoimagery fly 
that includes Nassau and Suffolk Counties. 
 

AAAnd last, but never least, we’ll have Ron Green be our M.C. for an ESRI breakout session to give us an update on ESRI’s ArcGIS 9.x. But 
be sure to have him speak up – it’s hard to hear him over his loud Hawaiin shirt! 

Hope to see you May 1st! 
- Jim 
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AAAs a professional group, our uniqueness is our differ-
ences. Although we are all GIS users, few of us share 
the same educational and professional backgrounds 
and disciplines. Simply, we are a diverse collection of 
professional cultures working with GIS. So it’s impor-
tant that we connect our cultures from time to time in 
a common environment. Thankfully, we have Brook-
haven National Laboratory for a most prestigious 
backdrop to our assembly. It’s important to connect 
because we need to come out from our own little GIS 
world and see a new perspective on GIS. (Some things 
you just can’t get off a list server.) There’s a tremen-
dous benefit to all of us when we attend this assembly 
and it far exceeds what’s listed on the agenda for the 
day. The LIGIS meetings offer an opportunity to peer 
into other professions using GIS – but not through the 
presentations alone. One of the best items on the 
LIGIS agenda every meeting is the networking portion.  
I see this portion go on throughout the day and it’s at 
the heart of what LIGIS is really all about – coming 
together to share. Share data, share experiences 
(successes and nightmares), share your professional 
opinion, share your…whatever! As a GIS professional, 
if you see these meetings as time you can’t afford, I 
urge you take another look.  It may not happen during 
a presentation, but the solution to a GIS problem 
could be waiting for you in the cafeteria over a burger 
with some GIS junkies! 
 
OOOne topic of discussion I often come upon is find-
ing a GIS software product that can do the job and 
not raise eyebrows with its price. Hey, who isn’t 
interested in a low-cost or no-cost GIS solution? So 
when Bill Blanchard from Intelligent Transportation 

(Continued on page 4) 
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High School Students ‘Think Spatially’ at  
Brookhaven Lab’s GIS Day  

Sixty-eight high school students from Long Island and New York 
City learned about the numerous uses of geographical information 
systems at GIS Day 2005, an educational event held at the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s Brookhaven National Laboratory.  
 
Held as part of the National Geographic Society’s yearlong initia-
tive called “Geography Action” and sponsored by LIGIS and Brook-
haven Lab’s Office of Educational Programs (OEP), GIS Day at BNL 
was part of an international effort to engage people in learning 
about geography and showcase applications of the GIS technol-
ogy. 
 
High schools participating in Brookhaven’s GIS Day included 
Brentwood, Longwood, North Babylon, Shoreham-Wading River, 
and four high schools in Hofstra University’s Science and Technol-
ogy Entry Program: Freeport, Hempstead, Roosevelt and Union-
dale.  Also attending the event were students in the Gateway/
Explore New York City program, which prepares high school stu-
dents for careers in medicine. Jim Daly, Suffolk County GIS Coor-
dinator and Chair of LIGIS, was the keynote speaker. He told the 
students to “think spatially.” By thinking in terms of geography, 
students can start to understand GIS technology. The students 
learned that GIS is used in a variety of ways, from analyzing 
weather and traffic patterns to assessing environmental damage 
or tracking the spread of disease. 
 
Mary Daum, one of the organizers of GIS Day at Brookhaven Lab 
and Information Technology manager of 
the Laboratory’s Environment, Safety, 
Health and Quality Directorate, said, 
“This was the second annual GIS Day 
co-sponsored by LIGIS and Brookhaven 
Lab, and we had twice as many stu-
dents participate compared to last 
year. We had a full program of work-
shops and many posters on display. One 
of the posters is based on my work that 
relates to  
the Department of Energy’s Land Use 
Controls Management Plan. The map I created organizes many 

(Continued on page 2) 



layers of information, from showing the location of contaminated soils to pinpointing sensitive wetlands and 
underground utilities, so it can be used, for instance, to determine where to locate a new building.” 
Both LIGIS members and BNL employees presented workshops.  Topics included: 

• “Global Science for Teens” presented by David Stolarz, Nassau County GIS; 
• Using GIS to Study the New York State Salamander,” taught by Valorie Titus, a doctoral candidate at 

Binghamton University who is working on her research at BNL; 
• “Using Aerial Photography in Response to Hurricane Katrina,” given by George Davis, Eastern U.S. 

Region Manager at Earth Resource Mapping, Inc.; 
• “GIS and Remote Sensing: Problem Solving Tools,” taught by Alice Cialella (BNL); 
• “SolarQuest,” an interactive GIS project led by Ross Baldwin, Town of Southampton; 
• “Projections,” an introductory workshop presented by Beth Cartwright (Nelson, Pope & Voorhees); 
• “Estimating the Deer Population,” given by Jennifer Higbie, one of the organizers of GIS Day at 

Brookhaven (BNL and a LIGIS member). 
 
Students and adults alike also enjoyed visiting the Mobile Command Center from Suffolk County Fire Rescue 
and Emergency Services again this year. 
 
Our thanks to everyone who participated in this successful event.  Special thanks go to Jim Touchét (Suffolk 
County Water Authority) and his mom, who managed the registration desk and handed out goodies to the stu-

dents at the end of the day. 
 
Plans are already underway for GIS 
Day 2006.  Noel Blackburn, of BNL’s 
Office of Educational Programs, is 
hoping to include an Introduction to 
GIS module into OEP’s series of con-
tinuing education workshops for 
teachers.  Teachers could then work 
with students of GIS-based projects 
in science, social studies and com-
munity relations projects that could 
be entered in a GIS Day competition.  
Blackburn is also exploring a possible 
webcast of GIS Day 2006 activities 
over BNL’s website. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

(From left) Brookhaven Lab’s Jennifer Higbie, Mary Daum, and (second from right) Noel Blackburn 
organized GIS Day at Brookhaven Lab.  Among the students who attended from Brentwood High School 
were (from left) Michelle Celestrin, Ahmed Bosit, Nick Summer, and Chelsea Smith.  
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Ron’s Blurb !Ron’s Blurb !Ron’s Blurb ! LIARC Spring 2006 Members Meeting LIARC Spring 2006 Members Meeting LIARC Spring 2006 Members Meeting  on Thursday, June 8th, 2006 ESRI invites you to 
attend the Spring meeting of Long Island Arc Users, jointly hosted by LIARC & Suffolk County Community 
College. When: Thursday, June 8th, 2006 from 9:00 AM to 2:30 PM  Where: Conference Room 121 in the 
Sally Slacke building - Western Campus Suffolk County Community College - Crooked Hill Road Brentwood, 

NY 11717-1092 (631) 851-6200 
 
We hope to see you there! Registration There is no charge to register and attend this event. To register please send an 
email to LIARC@OPTONLINE.NET with REGISTRATION in the Subject line and include the following information: Full 
Name - Job Title - Company Name - Full Address, including City, State and Zip - Phone Number - Email 
 
To see information on upcoming seminars and user group meetings in your area, please visit http://www.esri.com/seminars.  

http://www.liarc.org/ 

SPRING  2006 
Users Group Meeting 

Monday, May 1st 
Brookhaven National Laboratory, Upton, New York  

AGENDA  

9:00 – 10:00  
   Registration and Networking – Please sign in. 
  
10:00 – 10:15  
   Introduction And Opening Remarks – Jim Daly, LIGIS Chairperson 
  
10:15 – 11:15  
   Integration of GIS and IT – 2006 Nassau County GIS Architecture 

 
Nassau County’s revised 2006 GIS Architecture and how it will take advantage of the lat-
est IT technologies and concepts. Presented by Joseph T. Jones, Nassau County GIS Co-
ordinator 

  
11:15 – 11:45  
   GIS Short Takes 

 
Review of GPS Utility ; a shareware product which is handy in translating points between 
ArcView (SHP), Google Earth (KML), and Streets & Trips (EST). Presented by Bill Blanch-
ard, P.E., Intelligent Transportation Systems Group. 

  
11:45 – 12:30  
   NYS GIS Coordination Program Update 

 
Updates on several ongoing CSCIC projects and activities including: New York Statewide 
Digital Orthoimagery Program (including planned 2007 coverage of Long Island). Pre-
sented by Cheryl Benjamin, NYS Office of Cyber Security & Critical Infrastructure (CSCIC) 

  
12:30 – 1:30 Lunch  Break 
  
1:30 – 2:15  
   Integration of Pictometry and County-wide GIS 

 Bowne Management Systems integrates Pictometry into Nassau County’s GIS repository. 
Presented by Richard Annitto, Exec., V.P., Bowne Management Systems. 

  
2:15 – 3:00  

 Explore popular productivity tools, sample scripts and see what’s coming in ArcGIS 9.2. 
Presented by Ron Green, Suffolk GIS and Dave LaShell, ESRI. 

   Tips and Tricks with ESRI’s ArcGIS 9 

For Information on LIGIS And GIS Events : Subscribe to the LIGIS list server. Send an email to majordomo@ligis.org with "subscribe 
ligis-list" (no quotes) in the body of the message (not the subject) from the address you wish to receive the list. 
You will then receive a confirmation email which will have instructions on how to confirm your subscription. 

www.LIGIS.org  
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