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GIS Day 2004 
HELD AT BROOKHAVEN NATIONAL LABORATORY 

UPTON, LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK 
 

MARY DAUM – BROOKHAVEN NATIONAL LAB 
On November 19, 2004, LIGIS, Brookhaven National Laboratory (BNL) and 
ESRI sponsored Long Island GIS Day at Brookhaven National Lab in Upton.  
Over 100 students and adults attended.  Victory Christian Academy in East Pat-
chogue fielded the largest contingent, with 25 students from grades 6 through 
12.  West Islip High School and Suffolk County Community College were also 
represented.  Suffolk County Executive Steve Levy and Nassau County Execu-
tive Thomas Suozzi issued proclamations naming the day GIS Day across the 
Island. 

~ Dennis Cole (seated) demonstrates how the Town of Brookhaven Planning Department   
uses GIS in its Open Space program to identify and manage its remaining undeveloped land ~  
 

Attendees visited the Map Gallery and twenty GIS displays and activities.  Ex-
hibits ranged from the high tech (Southampton Town’s integrated mobile GPS/
GIS system for highway maintenance) to low (Mappzles by John Sherin, Learn-
ing Systems Institute, and a map projection project featuring tennis balls and lots 
of messy glue, by Beth Cartwright and Kathy Eiseman from Nelson, Pope &  
Voorhis).  Among the varied offerings: 

(Continued on page 4) 

From Our  
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 

JIM DALY 
SUFFOLK COUNTY 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
James.Daly@SuffolkCountyNY.gov 

 
Through the years the LIGIS Steer-
ing Committee has occasionally experi-
mented with different formats for our 
spring and fall meetings. Last Novem-
ber we took a totally different ap-
proach by hosting “GIS Day” in place 
of the fall meeting. To everyone’s sur-
prise, it was a great success with a 
wonderful turn-out. However in pass-
ing on the usual format, we passed on 
the opportunity to present to you what 
is happening with GIS across the pub-
lic and private sectors here on Long 
Island. At this spring’s meeting on 
Wednesday, May 4 we will return to 
the traditional format and bring you up 
to date (see enclosed agenda). The 
“State of GIS on Long Island” session 
will present agency GIS representa-
tives to briefly talk about the status of 
their GIS and answer questions from 
our membership audience. This prom-
ises to be a very enlightening session 
and one you won’t want to miss. 

I’m sure you remember that last year 
Florida experienced one of the worst 
hurricane seasons on record. As a mat-

(Continued on page 3) 
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WANT TO 
KNOW WHAT’S 

NEW WITH GIS 
IN NEW YORK 

STATE? 

VISIT NEW YORK STATE’S 
GIS CLEARINGHOUSE  

WEBSITE AT 
 

WWW.NYSGIS.
STATE.NY.US 

 

FIND OUT ABOUT: 
♦ STATEWIDE DIGITAL  
      ORTHOIMAGERY PROGRAM 
♦ TRAINING & WORKSHOPS 
♦ GIS CONTACTS IN NYS 
♦ UPCOMING GIS EVENTS 
♦ AVAILABLE MAP PRODUCTS 
♦ DATA SHARING COOPERATIVE 
 
USE THE ONLINE ORTHOIMAGERY 
APPLICATION, POST QUESTIONS TO 
THE GIS HELP DESK, AND MUCH, 
MUCH MORE! 
 

2004 IMAGERY FOR SEVEN 
COUNTIES NOW AVAILABLE IN 
THE ONLINE ORTHOIMAGERY 

APPLICATION! 

Huntington Updates GIS  
Intranet to Streamline Access 
to Town-Wide Records 
 

DAVID MIKOLAITIS, P. E. - GREENMAN-PEDERSEN, INC. (GPI) 

The Town of Huntington recently upgraded its Geographic Information System 
(GIS) Intranet site. The goal was to streamline access and the distribution of 
Town-wide records to the entire staff.  Access to information was limited to em-
ployees that maintained the Town records.  However, many additional employees 
could work more efficiently, if they had access to this same information.  For in-
stance, the building department was the only entity within Town government that 
could access the building permit and certificate of occupancy history for a given 
site. With the GIS as the front end for the Govern Software the Town is using, any 
employee with "Windows Explorer" or a similar program can now access the data 
in a way that is simple and understandable.  

Background 
Huntington started using Internet Technology to distribute GIS on its internal 
network in 1998; they implemented an Intranet Web site that provided GIS capa-
bilities to personnel throughout Town government.  Town personnel were able to 
find a parcel on a map or through a database query, retrieve parcel information and 
a parcel map, view Tract-base census data, develop a notification list within a given 
radius for a subject parcel, and provide access to existing GIS datasets such as 
roads, wetlands, fire districts, sewer districts, garbage districts and school districts. 

Since the initial Intranet deployment, modules have been added to assist employ-
ees in identifying information such as what refuse district a parcel is in and calcu-
late if any parcel, based on the Town code, could have an accessory apartment. 

Over the past few years, the Town has consolidated much of its land records into 
the Govern Software database.  Some of this information was added to the Intranet 
Web site.   

The original development environment of the GIS Intranet site was ESRI’s 
MapObjects 
IMS.  Due to 
environment 
limitations, 
many of the 
additional 
functions 
were added 
in a modular 
fashion. Sub-
sequently, 
new func-
tions were 
added as 
separate web 
pages with 
very specific 
functions. 
Therefore, 
the use of 
(Continued on page 3) 

~ First screen: allows the user to select map types, view controls, print, etc. ~ 
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ter of fact, they’re still recovering with 
the help of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. They are using GIS to help 
Florida confront the aftermath of these 
storms. We are pleased to have 
Stephen McDevitt from the USACE 
give us a presentation on how their 
GIS continues, even today, to help the 
Sunshine state recover from last year’s 
hurricanes. Stephen will also join our 
“State of GIS on Long Island” panel. 

Traditionally, our afternoon agenda 
has usually consisted of two or three 
“break-out” sessions with each one 
focusing on a particular software prod-
uct or GIS-related subject. For this 
spring’s meeting we’re presenting one 
afternoon session dedicated to finding 
free or very low-cost GIS resources on 
the web or elsewhere. Jeff Altorfer 
from the Suffolk County Water Au-
thority has graciously offered to mod-
erate this session and I know he will 
surprise you with the data and prod-
ucts out there at little or no cost. 

Looking ahead to our fall meeting, the 
Steering Committee will invite school 
representatives and students to an-
nounce their GIS projects for the 
school year and then have them return 
to our Spring 2006 meeting to present 
their projects and results. The LIGIS 
Steering Committee will then present 
awards for these projects. If you would 
like to assist a school in their GIS pro-
ject, or invite a school, please contact 
me. 

I hope to see you Wednesday, May 4th 
at Brookhaven National Laboratory! 

- Jim 

(“Chairperson” Continued from page 1) 

several modules was required to find information regarding a specific parcel. 
This trend was only going to increase since the Town wanted to provide more 
functionality and data. 

New Project 

To streamline and consolidate the GIS and query functions and develop a solid 
platform for future development, the GIS Intranet site migrated to ArcIMS and 
ASP.NET.  Additionally, to enhance the system’s capabilities, GPI added aerial 
photos as a layer of GIS mapping and provided direct access to the Oracle Data-
base (which improved access to the Town’s Govern database).  This also pro-
vided direct access to the Tax Receiver report, and created the Land Manage-
ment History Report that provides building permit histories. 

A new application was developed by Greenman-Pedersen, Inc., which provides 
access by two different screens.  The new application permits employees to access 
the data and have the functionality that previously took six different intranet 
applications. 

The first screen includes map tools to allow the user to select map types, view 
controls, print the map with a user-defined title, and turn the aerial photos on 
and off.  A series of parcel selection tools allows the user to graphically select 
parcels and buffer them. Using the “Parcel By” option, the users may query by 
tax map number, owner name, address, street address and various other criteria.  
In addition, tabs let the user view query results, map legend, and mailing label 
reports. 

Once a parcel is selected, a second screen is displayed.  The design of this screen 
is based on the concept of a Town property card.  The options (data tree) de-
picted on the left side of the card provide access to the various types of informa-
tion available about a parcel.  
Currently the information 
accessible is: 

♦ General property infor-
mation such as physical 
address, owner, zoning 
and taxing districts. 

♦ Receiver of Taxes Re-
port, which shows taxes 
and payments. 

♦ Land Management Site 
History Report, which 
shows all building per-
mits and inspections for 
property. 

♦ Refuse District, which 
provides overlay analy-
sis to determine in 
which district the prop-
erty, is located. 

♦ Accessory apartments, which determines if an accessory apartment can be 
granted for a property based on the requirements outlined in the Town code 
(radius, distance, lot size, etc.) 

(“Huntington GIS…”, Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 

Looking for GIS Data? 
 

Visit CUGIR—an FGDC Clearing-
house Node for New York State 

 

http://cugir.mannlib.cornell.edu 

~ Second screen of new system.  The left side is based  
on the concept of a Town property card ~ 
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♦ Abutting Parcels, which locates 
and labels all abutting parcels and 
returns records on those parcels. 

♦ SCWA Wells, which shows all 
SCWA wells within a mile of the 
selected parcel 

Impact of Update 
This upgraded Intranet site has given 
unprecedented access of the Town’s 
records to Town employees. The site 
now provides information that was not 
readily accessible.  The information is 
now at the fingertips of Town employ-
ees.  For instance, the building depart-
ment and code compliance can look at 
an aerial map of a property and simul-
taneously review the building permit 
history of the property.   

Maritime Services Department Staff 
can view waterfront property and de-
termine condition of bluffs, etc. as of 
the date of the aerial photos; the De-
partment of Waste Management uses 
the system to provide information to 
residents calling in to determine the 
name and phone number of their waste 
removal company; Parks Department 
Staff is able to determine various fea-
tures and utilities at town facilities; 
and the General Services Department, 
responsible for maintenance of town 
parks, buildings and other facilities 
can use the GIS in their everyday pur-
suits of upkeep and repair. This new 
system allows all departments within 
the Town to work much more effi-
ciently. 

Future Steps 
This GIS Intranet application will be 
used as a foundation for future devel-
opment.  The property card concept 
with the data tree provides room for 
expansion.  One example of their ex-
pansion plans is to provide access, for 
comparison purposes, to both 2001 
and 2004 aerial photos. 

Based on the continued success of this 
system, the Town is also planning to 
replace their current GIS Internet 
application.  They currently have 
plans to provide a modified version of 
this new application to the public. 

(“Huntington GIS...” Cont. from page 3) 

♦ One of the most popular exhibits among students and adults alike was Suffolk 
County Fire Rescue’s emergency command center, a large van filled with com-
munications, GPS and GIS technology.   LIGIS Steering Committee member 
Bob Gronenthal conducted the tours. 

♦ George Davis, from ER Mapper, led a team who showed how they used GIS 
to handle security during the 2004 Republican National Convention in New 
York City.   George’s team will be taking their GIS on the road again in Janu-
ary, when they will again work with security personnel, this time in Washing-
ton, DC, at the Presidential inauguration. 

♦ Jennifer Higbie, who works in BNL’s Environmental and Waste Management 
Services Division, demonstrated a system used by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service to determine the travel habits and home ranges of several species on 
the Laboratory campus using radio transmitters, GPS, and ArcView 3.2. 

♦ Teachers were particularly interested in Michael Naughton’s hands-on dem-
onstration of where to find basic geographic data sets and how to use them in 
school GIS projects.   Michael is a member of the LIGIS Steering Committee 
and works in the Highway Department in the Town of Huntington. 

Among the other exhibitors were the Brookhaven Town Planning Department; 
Brookhaven National Lab’s Energy, Environment, and National Security Depart-
ment; the American Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing; the New 
York State Department of Environmental Conservation; the Suffolk  County Police 
and Planning Departments; and Teqnical Services, Inc. 

Everyone enjoyed the day.  In addition to the learning experience, new friendships 
were made and valuable professional connections were forged.  Thanks to our GIS 
Day Committee, Jim Daly, Mary Daum, Tony Logallo, and Tom Marquardt.   

Thanks to everyone who helped to make Long Island GIS Day 2004 a success! 

 

~ Johan Herrlin from ESRI’s New York City office explains some of the uses of GIS to two 
students from the Victorian Christian Academy in East Patchogue, New York at GIS Day 2004 ~ 

(“GIS Day…” Continued from page 1) 
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SPRING  2005 
Users Group Meeting 

Wednesday, May 4 
Brookhaven National Laboratory, Upton, New York 

 

AGENDA 
 

9:00 – 10:00 
Registration and Networking – Please sign in. 
 
10:00 – 10:15 
Introduction and Opening Remarks – Jim Daly, LIGIS Chairperson 
 
10:15 – 11:00 

GIS AND DISASTER RECOVERY  - Stephen J. McDevitt, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ GIS Response Team helping Florida recover from last seasons 
hurricanes. 

 
11:00 – 12:30 Second Session 

THE STATE OF GIS ON LONG ISLAND TODAY: Representatives from Federal, State, County, and Lo-
cal municipalities will present a brief overview of their GIS and answer questions from the member-
ship audience. Panel members will include representatives from: The Towns of Southampton, Brook-
haven, Islip, the Town of Huntington Highway Dept., the Suffolk County Water Authority, Brook-
haven National Lab, Nassau County, Suffolk County, Suffolk County Real Property Tax Service 
Agency, Police, Emergency Services, New York State DEC, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
FEMA. 
 

12:30 – 1:30 Lunch  Break 
 
 

1:30 – 3:30    Afternoon Session 
GIS RESOURCES ON THE INTERNET  -  Jeff Altorfer, Moderator 
Identifying low cost / no cost GIS resources available on the web with open discussion / participation 
from member audience sharing their favorite GIS resources. 

 
 

Keep In Touch With The LIGIS Membership And GIS Events. 
 
Subscribe to the LIGIS list server. Send an email to majordomo@ligis.org with "subscribe ligis-
list" (no quotes) in the body of the message (not the subject) from the address you wish to receive the 
list.  You will then receive a confirmation email which will have instructions on how to confirm your 
subscription. 
 

www.LIGIS.org 
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c/o Town of Southampton 
GIS Division 

116 Hampton Road 
Southampton, NY  11968 

 
 

This issue and previous issues of ‘Coordinates’ can be 
viewed on-line in PDF format at http://www.ligis.org 

COORDINATES 

                

 The coordinating committee members represent the principal agencies and organizations within LIGIS as a whole. 
 

THE COORDINATORS ARE:  
James A. Daly 

Chairperson 
Suffolk County Dept. of  Planning 

(631) 853-6045 
 
 

Tony LoGallo 
Deputy Chairperson 

Suffolk County Police Dept.  
(631) 852-6387  

 

Jeff Altorfer,  Suffolk County Water Authority  
(631) 563-0310  
Dennis Cole, Town of Brookhaven 
(631) 451-6455 
Dr. Mary Daum, Brookhaven National Lab 
(631) 344-2066 
Annette DesRochers,  Town of Southampton 
(631) 283-6030 
Ron Green,  LIGIS Steering Emeritus 
(631) 553-0529 
Bob Gronenthal, Suffolk County F.R.E.S. 
(631) 852-4815 
Peter Hoffman,  Suffolk County Dept. of Planning  
(631) 853-6007  

Joseph T. Jones,  Nassau County  
(516) 571-4096  
Vin Lautato,  Suffolk County Water Authority  
(631) 563-0309  
Carl Lind,  Suffolk County Dept. of Planning  
(631) 853-5795  
Tom Marquardt, Town of Islip 
(631) 224-5450 
Fred Mushacke,  NYS Dept. of  Env. Conservation 
 (631) 444-0465  
Michael Naughton, Town of Huntington 
(631) 351-3076 
Veronica Veras,  Suffolk County Information Services  
(631) 853-4458 


